
Interim Emergency Erosion Control Project

The Board of Commissioners sponsored a roundtable discussion of the Interim Erosion Control project. The Town contracted with the UNC School of Government to design and facilitate an unbiased discussion. The roundtable consisted of 12 members, 4 members for the Interim Project as designed, 4 members undecided and 4 members against the Interim Project as designed. Given all of the discussions, analyzing all of the proposals and polling, below represents what the Board of Commissioners believes are the general outcomes of the roundtable exercise:

1. A majority will support an Interim Project that achieves the original goals of the Interim Project, namely provide adequate erosion protection in anticipation of the Federal 50 Year Project.

2. A majority want to achieve the goals of the Interim Project for the least cost.

3. A majority are concerned that the Interim Project is a one shot deal with no maintenance

4. A majority of the members support developing a maintenance plan.

5. A majority expressed support of the Federal 50 Year Hurricane Protection Project.

6. A majority did not want to do anything to jeopardize the Federal 50 Year Hurricane Protection Project. 

 

Since the last newsletter, the Board commissioned an investigation to look for less expensive sources of sand from the sound side of Topsail Beach. Gahagan and Bryant Associates (coastal engineering firm) performed several due diligence core samples and analysis and has determined that there is approximately 1.2 million cubic yards of sand with an equivalent or better quality than the original ocean borrow site sand. Preliminary “ballpark” estimates show potential significant savings ($2 million or more) utilizing sand from the sound. We will be doing our best to reduce this cost further through an engineering analysis of our beach by Gahagan and Bryant Associates. 
The Board of Commissioners approved a change in direction to modify our current Interim Emergency Erosion Control Permit to allow us to dredge sand from the sound side of Topsail Beach. We have contracted with Gahagan and Bryant Associates to seek all of the necessary permits to utilize the sound sand. We anticipate that the permits can be acquired this year and sand from the sound side can be dredged by the end of this year or early next year. 
As soon as Gahagan and Bryant Associates have redesigned the Interim Erosion Beach Nourishment project utilizing the sound side sand, we will be contacting you with an update of costs and project specifics. Our project timeline is very tight, but doable and this Board is working very hard to assure the successful implementation of this project.
Federal 50 Year Hurricane Protection Project

We have good news to report; the Assistant Secretary of the Army has signed the Record of Decision (ROD) and transmitted this with a project review report to Congress. The ROD also signaled that the Office of Management and Budgets has no objection to the submission of our project to Congress for authorization and concludes that our project is consistent with policy and programs of the President. The Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) has signed the Record of Decision (ROD) and transmitted the ROD and report to Congress. All Corps project activities and deliverables that are planned/funded for FY2010 are on schedule. 
Beach Maintenance

Out of the Roundtable discussions, it became very clear that a consensus to further investigation and analyze the Town’s capability to pay for and develop a beach maintenance program on its own be done. Possible sand sources may be the widening of our navigation channels, the utilization of hopper dredges in our inlet and then placing this sand near shore. The permitting process for widening the navigational channels will take at least two years and longer for the hopper dredging concept. These ideas are only in the preliminary stages and will be discussed further with experts before proceeding. We will continue exploring cost effective ways to protect our beach.
Beach Bulldozing
The Town of Topsail Beach applied for a minor modification to Major CAMA Permit #145-98 Beach Bulldozing permit to allow beach bulldozing of our beach. This winter we have experienced several storms that have cumulatively created a scarp. CAMA has deemed this scarp to be severe enough to grant us permission to beach bulldozing our beach. The permit allows us to bulldoze from just south of the Sea Vista Hotel to the Town’s northern limit. The bulldozing was completed April 16th and our dunes are in much better shape for the coming summer winds that typically builds sand on our beach. Placing of sand fencing from the toe of the dune landward up the slope of the dune is highly encouraged and would be very beneficial in capturing the windblown sand to widen and build the frontal dune during the summer months. Our CAMA permit requires that the bulldozed berm be planted with beach vegetation as soon as possible. 
Surf City Synergies Committee
The Board of Commissioners voted to direct the Interim Town Manager to begin negotiations with Surf City to purchase water from Surf City. The Town of Topsail Beach has operated under a watering moratorium for many years during the summer months. Our Town’s water consumption obviously peaks during the summer and we hope that an agreement with Surf City to purchase water may allow us to remove the water moratorium.
Town of Topsail Beach Communication
The Board of Commissioners approved purchasing software and hardware to allow the simultaneous broadcasting and archiving of our Board of Commissioner’s meetings on the web. We hope to have this project completed by early summer. Many citizens and out-of town owners have voiced concern that information is too limited and would like to be better informed. We realize that for many owners, their beach homes represent possibly their largest single investment and greater communication is needed. We are committed to seeking ways to improve our communication and welcome any thoughts in that regard.
Topsail Beach Property Addressing and Display Ordinance
The Town adopted a new property addressing and display ordinance effective January 1, 2010. The new ordinance provided a grace period through May 1st for homeowners to bring their homes into compliance. Please review this new ordinance (Chapter 4-Article VIII-Sec. 4-180) on the town’s website at www.topsailbeach.org under the category “Ordinances/Recent Ordinance Changes” or contact Town Hall for a copy of the ordinance.
Town Sidewalk
The NC Department of Transportation will be constructing a new sidewalk on the west side of Anderson Blvd. from Davis Avenue to Crews Avenue. Completion is scheduled for July 28th.
Green Committee
The Board of Commissioners adopted a motion seeking citizens interested in forming a committee to investigate recycling for Topsail Beach. Anyone interested in helping and serving on this committee, please contact the Town Clerk. 

Boating Safety Education
North Carolina passed a new law requiring that on May 1st, 2010 any person under the age of 26 must successfully complete a boating safety education course approved by the Wildlife Resources Commission before operating any vessel propelled by a motor of 10 HP or greater. Other boating rules were changed, the law may be found at: www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/Senate/PDF/S43v4.pdf on the internet.
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